
Iowa Candidate Statements on So-Called Zero Emission Vehicles Act of 2020 

Iowa Senate 

Sen. Joni Ernst: “I will always stand up for our farmers and biofuel producers against radical 
plans that would decimate our agriculture economy, like this reckless liberal 
proposal. If Washington liberals - like those supporting Theresa Greenfield - had 
their way, Iowa’s farmers and economy would be devastated and tens of 
thousands of Iowa jobs would be lost.” 

Theresa Greenfield:  “Growing up during the farm crisis, it’s personal to me when I see our farmers 
facing tough times - and as I crisscross every corner of our state and answer 
questions directly from farmers, it’s clear they’re struggling because of bad 
decisions being made in Washington. In the U.S. Senate, I’ll put Iowa first by 
being a champion for our biofuels producers and farmers, and I will stand up to 
anyone in either party to oppose the Zero-Emission Vehicles Act of 2020.” 

House District 1 

Rep. Abby Finkenauer "I’m a proud member of the Congressional Biofuels Caucus and an endorsed 
candidate of the Iowa Corn Growers Association - I know biofuels must be a part 
of any conversation concerning carbon emissions. I’ve worked to push back 
against the Administration’s Small Refinery Exemptions from the RFS and open 
up new opportunities for Iowa’s homegrown fuels, including new infrastructure 
and supporting high octane fuels, which would give an immediate boost to Iowa 
biofuels. We must look at technologies that can be used now and in the future, 
like biofuels, to reduce emissions and ensure that our farmers and biofuel 
producers have a seat at the table, not exclude ready-to-go  solutions that can 
help us reduce emissions now." 

Ashley Hinson “The Zero-Emission Vehicles Act of 2020 would devastate Iowa’s biofuels 
producers and farmers. We need to find other solutions to address climate 
change without putting farmers and producers out of business. In Congress, I 
will work across the aisle and find ways to combat climate change that won’t 
destroy our economy.” 

House District 2 

Mariannette Miller-Meeks “Once again, the radical left is introducing legislation that would 
decimate Iowa’s economy. I oppose any effort that would destroy our 
biofuel industry.” 

Rita Hart “As a lifelong farmer, I know that there is not a single facet of Iowa's 
economy that isn't tied to agriculture and I understand that climate 



change is a threat all face. Finding solutions to climate change require 
bringing urban and rural communities together and giving everyone a 
seat at the table. This bill is ill-conceived because it fails to recognize 
that the critical role Iowa’s farmers and biofuels industry have to play. 
Iowa's agriculture and energy producers can and should lead the world 
on these issues while adding tens of millions of dollars to the global 
economy and creating good jobs right here at home. In Congress, I’ll 
work for solutions that benefit everyone - like ending subsidies for Big 
Oil, a strong Renewable Fuel Standard, ending the EPA’s waivers to Big 
Oil companies like ExxonMobil and Chevron that are depressing prices, 
supporting Iowa’s biorefineries, and focus on encouraging research, 
development and promotion of alternative fuels.” 

 
 
House District 3 
 
Rep. Cindy Axne: “I have significant concerns with legislation that does not include biofuels as 

part of the solution to reducing our carbon emissions. Biofuels provide clean, 
renewable fuel that helps our transportation sector in reducing its greenhouse 
gas emissions. I have been a strong supporter of biofuels, from pushing back on 
the demand destruction at the EPA to securing an amendment that would allow 
biofuels facilities to receive research dollars to improve efficiency. We should be 
building on the success and opportunity within biofuels as we tackle the issue of 
climate change.” 

 
David Young: “I oppose the new Zero-Emission Vehicles Act just introduced in Congress. It 

would devastate Iowa’s biofuels industry - which is part of the solution. This bill 
is the wrong approach. We need vehicle & fuel markets - not mandates.” 

 
 
House District 4 
 
Randy Feenstra "I oppose this radical bill that would hurt our farmers and biofuel producers. In 

the State Senate I have been a strong supporter of Iowa Ethanol and Biodiesel - I 
will continue to advocate for biofuels in Congress and stand against plans 
cooked up by coastal elites that would hurt Iowa farm families, main streets, 
and biofuel producers." 

 
JD Scholten "Iowa's ethanol industry is already limping after rampant abuse of the 

Renewable Fuel Standard by oil lobbyist-turned EPA Administrators and 
Members of Congress from big oil states like Senator Ted Cruz. Yet, my 
opponent, Randy Feenstra, has accepted over $50,000 raised by Ted Cruz 
despite his public assaults on Iowa's renewable fuels industry. We cannot make 
wholesale changes to our economy or elect politicians that will wipe out the 
ethanol industry especially because renewables need to be part of the equation 
to get carbon neutral or decarbonize." 


