
Working Together: Food and Fuel

More Fuel, More Food

Innovation That Works

Clean fuels address our nation's energy needs while strengthening our food system. Domestic food production 
benefits from strong demand for biodiesel, renewable diesel and sustainable aviation fuel. Increased food and 
fuel production offers consumers protection against soaring prices for groceries. Here's how:

When soybeans and other oilseed crops are harvested and 
processed, the two primary byproducts are meal and oil. The 
meal — roughly 80% of a soybean's composition — is used as 
feed for chickens, hogs and dairy cows.

Soybean demand drives research and development, resulting in more efficiency and opportunity.

U.S. soy crush capacity continues to grow to accommodate clean 
fuel demand. USDA's Economic Research Service projects domestic 
soybean crush will reach 2.75 billion bushels in the 2026/27 
marketing year, reflecting a 25% increase from 2023-2025. More 
processing produces more meal, making it more affordable for 
farmers and ranchers to purchase feed and lowering the cost of 
production for beef, dairy products, pork, poultry and eggs. 
Consumer prices for grocery store staples go down as a result.
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U.S. soybean crush capacity is projected 
to reach 2.7B bushels in 2026.
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U.S. soybean yields have gone up 39% 
since 2000.

U.S. soybean production has increased 
55% since 2000. 55
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Investing in clean fuels helps reduce our dependence on fossil 
fuels that are needed for our transport infrastructure. When fuel 
costs rise, so do prices for groceries because they are transported 
using diesel fuel. Research shows that replacing petroleum-based 
diesel fuel with homegrown clean fuels can decrease costs by as 
much as 4% while also creating increased price stability in what is 
often a volatile energy market due to geopolitical factors.

Clean Fuels 
Represent 10% 
of the Value of 
Every Soybean 
Bushel Grown 
in the U.S.

By increasing the supply of affordable livestock feed and stabilizing transportation costs with homegrown energy, 
clean fuels help secure a more resilient food supply for us all. Visit cleanfuels.org to learn how you can promote 
cleaner energy solutions and download the Food and Fuel toolkit. 

The TRUTH About Clean Fuels

Clean Fuels Strengthen Our Food System

The U.S. biodiesel and renewable diesel industry 
contributes a crucial supply of diesel transportation 
fuel with less vulnerability to geopolitical factors, 
reducing transportation and other costs.

MYTHx FACT

Clean fuels displace 
important nutrition 
from our food system.

The push to produce more clean fuels provides more 
quality feed to support animal agriculture and 
provides abundant nutrition for people in our country 
and in markets around the world.

Because oilseed processing creates protein-rich 
meal, farmers and ranchers have a more abundant, 
affordable nutrition source for livestock production. 

Clean fuels are causing 
food prices to rise.

Clean fuels are causing 
diesel prices to rise.


