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Iowa Biodiesel Technician Education Classes Report FY2010 
 

The biodiesel community often hears anecdotes of diesel mechanics discouraging the use of 

biodiesel. In discussions with diesel mechanic instructors at our community colleges, a thirst for good 

information and education about renewable fuels exist. The intent of this program is to raise the level 

of knowledge regarding biodiesel and its performance in diesel engines specifically in mechanic 

community in Iowa and of the instructors of diesel mechanics at our community colleges.  This 

program is fully funded by a grant to Iowa Biodiesel from the Iowa Power Fund. 

 

Continuing education classes with the target audience of diesel mechanics were offered at fifteen 

community colleges. Prior to the CE classes, a “train the trainer” session for college faculty was held 

at the Courtyard by Marriott in Ankeny on September 10 and September 11 were the faculty were 

provided with curriculum  and had an opportunity to ask questions of industry experts.  A trainer 

refresher was held on March 12, 2010 where faculty shared instructional experiences and received 

curriculum updates. 

 

Eleven of the 15 colleges have diesel mechanic programs and sent at least one faculty person to the 

September training with a total of 16 faculty members attending it.  The remaining four colleges are 

using the neighboring faculty for their continuing education class.   

  

Overall Program Summary 

 33 classes were offered at 15 community colleges.   

 20 classes were held at 13 of the 15 colleges.     

 314 students attended a 3-hour continuing education class.  See map for location breakdown. 

 440 students in credit programs were exposed to the curricula via the faculty who attended the 

train the trainer sessions. 
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The Overall Program Goal:  To raise the level of knowledge regarding biodiesel and its 

performance in diesel engines.  Pre-Post Survey Data for Question One show that this goal was 

achieved with most attendees leaving the workshop with a fairly strong level of knowledge. 

Question One:  On a scale of 1-5 how knowledgeable do you feel you are about Biodiesel? 

Level of 

Knowledge 

No 

Knowledge 

Limited 

Knowledge 

Some 

Knowledge 

Fairly Strong 

Knowledge 

Very 

Knowledgeable 

Pre Survey 26 86 77 86 7 

Post Survey 0 4 66 129 80 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Survey Question Two:  Was this course a good use of your time?  Overwhelming people viewed 

this workshop to be a good use of their time.  220 Yes,  25 No 

Post-Survey Question Three:  Would you recommend this course to a co-worker?  Overwhelmingly 

attendees would recommend this workshop to their co-workers.  This is a natural recruiting tool for 

another set of classes across the state of Iowa.  217 Yes,  28 No 
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What Is Your Profession? 

Job Title as Stated by Attendee Number Listed 

A little bit of everything 1 

Administrative assistant 1 

Business-landscaping 1 

Diesel specialist/fuel treatment provider 2 

Diesel student 12 

Employed by John Deere (did not state position) 2 

Engineer 1 

Farmer 5 

Instructor-faculty/dean of Auto/Biodiesel/Farm Equipment  7 

Machinist 1 

Manager – District/Operations/Parts/Service 7 

Mechanic 26 

QA in lab and farm equipment 1 

Shop Foreman 2 

State of Iowa-IA workforce 1 

Technician - Equipment/ Tractor/Refrigeration/ Appliance 5 

Truck Driver 3 

Used car/truck dealer 2 

Total Stating Profession 80 

 

For additional questions please contact: 

Sheri L. Reynolds, Director One Source Training 

Iowa Association of Community College Trustees 

855 East Court Avenue - Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

Phone: 515.964.6267 - Toll Free: 866.ONE.TRAIN (663.8724) 

Cell: 515.491.8929 - Fax: 515.282.3743 

E-mail: slreynolds@iacct.com - Website: www.onesourcetraining.com 
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