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Skip debate dance; offer detailed plans

My lip usually curls when I
get press releases from candi-
dates challenging each other to
debates, as we've seen recently
from two of the Republicans
running for governor.

The candidate debate chal-
lenge is a shopworn campaign
tactic that serves no other pur-
pose than to get a little publicity
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of through the media. It's a

uno(her round of press releases,

h to evaluate candid;
under pressure, answering ques-
tions they might not expect.
Media outlets around the
state, including the Register, are
planning debates. In most cases,
candidates will agree to par-
ticipate in at least one. That has
nothing to do with the debate

ng rivals of arrog; )
overconfidence or mybe even
fear of debating. Occ

debate challenges, candidates
would be better off offering
detailed plans for fixing the

ly,
that strategy even works.

In 2008, Democrat Ed Fallon
attracted media attention for
debating an empty podium after
Rep. Leonard Boswell turned
down invitations for 10 different

y, creating jobs and
balancing the state and federal

Part of me thinks it would be
nice if the candidates took care
of managing debates them-
selves. They could arrange the

Restore America

Get government under control

t no other point in recent
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considerable pain, leading to
ions about

for the increasingly desperate challenges that candidates issue  forums — including one from media sponsors, determine the
underdog in a race. wisely, said he'd wait to see who  to each other. the Register and KCCL Boswell  format, invite the candidates,
Last week, Bob Vander Plaats  actually manages to qualify to In a race with a clear front- attracted some criticism from come up with the questions,
challenged his GOP rivals, Terry  be on the ballot before he talks runner or incumbent, the chal- his supporters for refusing to write the scripts, work out the
Branstad and Rod Roberts, to about debates. Narcisse told lengers crave the opportunity debate. timing, deal with the other
a series of four debates to be the Cedar Rapids Gazette that to share the stage. Debates tend Incumbents and front-run- campaigns, invite guests, build a
held across the state. Not to if Culver’s advisers allowed the  to level the playing field and ners want to limit exposure to set, distribute audience tickets,
be outdone, Roberts this week governor to debate him, they elevate dark-horse candidates’ lesser-known rivals, especially credential the press, etc.
proposed two more debates, to should be sued for political status. They're free media bo- in the primary. The rewards for I know just how much time
be held in rural Iowa. Depwcul malpractice. nanzas for those who can’t raise  debating are relatively small and Tylenol it takes to pull off
Bob Krause, who is running for Debates and forums are an enough money to buy much compared to the risks. They'd a ful debate. Candid:
us. Scmt_e. also has called for important part of the campaign  advertising. There's always a have to be crazy to appear at wouldn’t really want to do it.
debates with his primary op- process. They are generally the  chance the leading candidate a debate organized by a rival
ponents. only opportunities for voters to will commit a gaffe. candidate. Even so, most expe- Political columnist Kathie Obradovich
(?ov. Chet Culver was asked watch the candidates side by There's no down side for rienced politicians know that can be eached at (515) 284-8126 or
this week whether he would side, answering similar ques- lesser-known candidates to voters expect at least one debate  kobradov@dmreg.com. You can follow her on
debate his new primary oppo- tions and challenging each call for debates. A refused or in high-profile races. Jiitas at twiiae com{isbeadovich. For mare
nent, Jonathan Narcisse. Culver,  other's positions directly instead _ ignored invitation is grounds for  Instead of issuing gimmick s v
Register Exclusive lowa View

Still a believer in
biodiesel despite
loss of Iowa plant

I've been to auctions before, but it will be a long time
until I can face another one. In January, [ watched
our biodiesel plant, Tri-City Energy in Keokuk, sell
on the auction block. The $5 million plant that once
churned out a green, domestically produced fuel sold
for $55,000. That’s an obscene price to be paid; a mere
1 percent of its value.

Although the auction price is devastating to those of
us who invested in, built, worked at and believed in
the biodiesel plant, it may not be the worst part. The
real tragedy is that our biodiesel plant fell into the
hands of equip- -

. ALMOANDER is
el o (e
dismantling it and marketing manager
selling it overseas b for Tri-City Energy,

to India. I person- ) abiodiesel plant in
ally have received m?&“ﬂ‘:‘“"
two calls directly EE S vettos ke
from India request- Contact: Aimoander@aol.com.

ing details on the

plant. As if foreign

oil isn't bad enough, now we may one day import
biodiesel from India, from a plant built out of the
pockets of lowans.

The people of Tri-City Energy are not alone in this
crisis. America’s biodiesel plants are failing at a
devastating rate. We're going backward in national
mgymmyuweduedndooronﬂnm!y

ilable. Made from

decades has the political g [ q
imate presented us with from Texas and honorary  how we got to this point and how
$0 great an opportunity to return chairman of Campaign we can recover. We have to be
our nation to prosperity and to . ForLiberty. He ran for ready to provide answers — an-
reclaim the freedoms big govern- president in 2008 on swers that do more than just pay
memhnmppedlwlyfmmm alimited government lip service to cutting taxes and
Thanks to the latform. Contact: Help@CampaignFor “freeing small businesses from red
grow!holmelntema uwell ubmycom. tape, but answers that proceed
as the from a firm, consistent conviction
mcmessageol mdmdulllibeﬂy that a free people, unencumbered
kindled by such vast access to in-  morphed into a trillion-dollar for- bylheburdenso!ompgem
f ion, millions of Ameri eign policy that steadfastly guards ~ government, have the ability to
are now organizing and taking the borders of other nations while  create, stimulate and innovate
action. neglecting our own veterans here their way to success far more than
In the last few years, [ have had  at home. a ded room of
the opportunity to travel exten- A resolve to p individual h d: ollmiluawnycnnmr
sively throughout the ,and  responsibility gave way to a bill hope to equal
the unique people of each area [ ini mx‘l.wyT i ‘True change will object to any
have visited have only deepened  of Medicare since the program’s balanced budget, instead of
my conviction that no otheridea  creation. merely trimming around the
can unify, excite and mobilize President Obama is correct on 3
Americans as powerfully as the one point: The time for change is True will remove barri-
message of peace, prosperity and  now. ers to competition in health care
There is no limit to what can and offer Americans tax credits
It is encouraging to see so much  be accomplished if those who andtaxdeductmnsformeirm
outrage finally being directed espouse a limited government medical expenses, aliowing
toward the proper recipient — an on the trail :)e:\naemephmthatmthan
out-of-control federal government  will lememxlspnndples
— but if the Republican Party unen'ﬂ: FT True change will stop punishi
wants to capitalize on its current Rising generations know that pmdwmtybydunimtinglhe
momuuum.nneadsmpunn America’s current course cannot immoral income tax and estate
nently reject the policies thatled  be sustained, and they are ready tax, returning to taxpayers the
mindwmﬂngdofminzoos to change direction. When I speak  money that they — not the gov-
In 1994, a similar populist revolt, on college campuses across the ernment — work hard to earn.
undenhsbmnerof‘ﬂnConm country, the topic that consis- Ultimately, this return to core
with A " swept Republi tently gets the loudest applause is pﬂnaplauaboutmuchmom
into power across the country and  stopping our system of endlessly ions. It is
gave them majority control of the  printing money out of thin air by lbwlpmlecdngmmregenm
U.S. House for the first time in ending the Federal Reserve and tions and guaranteeing them the
40 years. It was this new atten- returning to sound same promise of liberty our
tion to limited government beliefs The economic crisis has inflicted  forefathers entrusted to us. And
that encouraged me to set aside it is about returning America to
my private medical practice and its position as the leading ex-
return to Congress. ample and inspiration for those
Throughout the years, however, _‘.'";, in distant lands yearning to live
I watched Republi i j 53{ in freedom.
principled convictions sur- 7 We who believe that govern-

ment which governs least gov-
erns best must lead the way.

In this 1995 photo, circus
elephants walk on Capitol
Hill to mark the final week of
House votes on the “Con-
tract with America.”

bl l@-lq;lmnlcopmducumdbypmdum.
like soybean oil or animal fat, biodiesel blends work
in regular diesel engines and fit in with our existing
petroleum infrastructure.

Our government leaders must reverse the travesty
happening to our energy supply, by recommitting to
domestic energy production, green jobs and green-
house gas reduction.

You may be thinking that it's a free market, and it's

not your problem if biodiesel can't pete. The truth
is energy dependency is everyone's problem, and
biodiesel was once a promising part of the solution.

Don't we want green industries that can actually help
solve the problem? It’s unrealistic to think that, with-
out strong government policies, our initial endeavors
to produce green fuel can compete with petroleum.
Petroleum products have enjoyed decades of subsidies
and virtually no competition in the energy market.
Recognizing the many benefits to society and the
environment, biodiesel once had the federal govern-
ment’s backing. Smfedualpoltywedthe

%wereomo-gru(mon)ylobelhmdomdby
the very government that nurtured that

The latest blow came from Congress, which failed
to renew a vital tax credit for biodiesel. While Sen.
Chuck Grassley fought to get it in the latest federal
jobs bill, Sen. Harry Reid took it out. That's 29,000
green jobs lost nationwide, and another 23,000 green
jobs now in immediate jeopardy. lowa has already lost
2,500 permanent jobs stemming from biodiesel, and
unothaZBOOmontheline Meanwhile, the talk

andon.
It’s too late for our Tri-City Energy employees, in-
cluding me. I am now one of the millions of Americans
for work. But it might not be too late for
biodiesel. I'm telling this story because despite the

ers step up and do the right thing for lowa and our
country.
The lowa House has before it a bill that would

our entire biodiesel
Going once, going twice — green industry, economic
prosperity and energy security.

My plant is gone, but we don't have to auction off
industry.



